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Rowlesburg River Lines 

 

 

Rowlesburg Revitalization Committee Website: http///www.rowlesburg.org 
Newsletter #11 (12/11) 

 
Greetings one and all, near and far, 
 
      Father Time 2011 is about to retire and welcome Baby Time 2012 and so those end-of-year tax deductible contributions need to 
ōŜ ƳŀŘŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛǎ ŘŜŀǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴsibility 
will make the best use of your dollars. 
 
      In the past we asked for donations to create the Rah-wŀƘ ²ŀƭƭΤ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ȅƻǳΦ ²Ŝ 
are now ready to hang the wall in the central foyer of The Szilagyi Center aka Old Rowlesburg School. 
 
      Many of you are already on the wall from your previous donations and you are assured of a spot, however, we encourage you to 
continue your support by donating annually to further the renovations and additions to old RHS. 
 
Some current needs are: 

$5,000 match for wheelchair lifts ($50,000 state grant minus 10% RRC share). 

$4,000* to build handicap ramp at Catherine Street (river side) entrance. 

$2,000* for second room of Preston County Sports Museum.  

$2,000* for renovation (carpet removal, restore maple floors, patch and paint) of old library to become new library. 

$1,000* to purchase computers for new library. 

$700* for paint and supplies to paint stairway walls, top floor hallway, and old typing room.  

$500* to purchase roll-up blinds for 3 top floor rooms. 

$500* for purchase of 6 ς 6 foot tables for auditorium. 

LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŀƘ-Rah Wall, please indicate on the Membership Form that your donation is for the Rah-Rah Wall. 
Consider amounts of $100, $200, $500, $1000, or more. 

 Please know that donations to Rowlesburg Revitalization Committee, Inc. (EIN - 900117146) can also be written into your will to 
leave a lasting legacy for future generations. Thank you. 

By Katie Wolfe-Orescanin 

For your convenience we have added a link on the website for donations (also dues & various sale items). Please go to: 
http://www.rowlesburg.org/products.html and scroll down to the left corner. It's secure with PayPal. Thank you for your 
donations as they will be surely used wisely.  Tax Number 900117146 

 

http://www.rowlesburg.org/products.html
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SC/Old RHS Building & Grounds Update by the B&G Committee 

Buildings and Grounds Report by George Nassif  

Main Floor.  Lee Waybright is heading a team of volunteers painting the walls of the 3 stairwells.  The WWII Museum is 
now air-conditioned. 

Top Floor.  The Preston County Arts Council Rowlesburg Arts Studio opened Memorial Day Weekend and is conducting 
pottery and other classes, thanks to preparatory work headed by Lee Waybright, with volunteers Biff Wolfe, Lester 
McCrobie and others. 

 The Preston County Sports Museum Room I was  the 2nd museum that opened Memorial Day weekend, with a 
ceremony honoring 90+ year-old retired Newburg Coach Barney Fortney and other former county high school coaches, 
thanks to preparatory work by Charlie Wotring, Lee Waybright, Paul Riggs and Pete Mayne, who also painted the north 
wing hallway.  The Sports Museum is now air-conditioned.  For PCSM Room II, which will be in the old science room, 
plans are underway to have a groundbreaking on Memorial Day weekend 2012 and a grand opening on Memorial Day 
weekend 2013. 

 The Rowlesburg Quilt Room was the 3rd new operation to open on Memorial Day weekend, 2011, thanks to 
Helen Edmonds and crew of volunteers, including Jean Wolfe, Johnny Edmonds & wife and many others, to make 
beautiful quilts for sale and exhibition. An air conditioner has been installed, the room painted, ceiling tiles replaced. 

 Thanks to funding from Vicky Jackson and thanks to her and Helen Edmonds and their crew of  Ed Edmonds, Paul 
Riggs, Lee and others, in the 3rd tier south hallway and new southeast corner quilt room the old carpet has been 
removed, the floors sanded and restored, with a shine matching their historic beauty.  6 other rooms need restoration.  

Gymnasium.  Tom Moreland, Buzz Halterman did the ceiling high installation of 6 ceiling fans planned by Eric Bautista 
and Lee Waybright, thanks to several fan donors. 

Heating.  The 1.7 million btu natural gas furnace has been sold.  A grant has been written to provide natural gas zone 
heating in parts of the building that are poorly heated. 

Accessibility.  Lee has installed a handrail on the right side of the stairs from the gym.   Via a $50,000 grant and partial 
matching funds, a ramp and 2 450 lb capacity chairlifts will be installed this winter by winning bidder Chuck Blair, of East 
Bank WV, giving wheelchair access to the top 2 floors and all museums. 

Grounds.  With the expert help from Darryl and Gloria Dean, the 2 hybrid American Chestnut trees planted at the 
Inaugural Chestnut Festival have been transplanted from the SC/RHS site across Catherine Street to an RRC lot 
overlooking Cheat River and Cannon Hill. 

 A bronze plaque donated by Imre & Janet Szilagyi, Szilagyi Center for Visual & Performing Arts, has been placed 
in front of the flag pole, thanks to the assistance of Paul Riggs, Lee Waybright and a half-dozen volunteers (See picture 
on last page). 

 Buzz & Judy Knotts Halterman will be heading the effort to replace the outdoor sign of the previous owner with 
a sign signifying the various museums and businesses presently housed in the Szilagyi Center/Old RHS. 

Roof.  Thanks to Ed and Johnny Edmonds, drains on the flat roof have been repaired. 
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Festival Highlights Review: 4th Annual River City Festival of the Arts 

Janet and Imre Szylagyi Center for the Visual and Performing Arts 

May 26,27, 29, 2011 

Submittted 

by 

Anna R. Nassif 

The 2011 4th Annual River City Festival was held in perfect weather all around the town over Memorial Day Weekend. 
¢Ƙƛǎ άŀŎŎƭŀƛƳŜŘέ ƴŜǿ нмst ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άŀ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǊǘǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦΦέ   aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ флл ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƛǾŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ άǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ 
poetry, theater, song, specialty food, arts and crafts.  

On behalf of Mayor Barbara Banister and present Mayor Margaret Schollar, we give our heartfelt thanks and appreciation 
to Presenters: Rowlesburg Revitalization Committee, River City Festival of the Arts Committee and Sponsors: Rowlesburg 
ON-TRAC Community, Greater Morgantown Convention & Visitors Bureau, WV Fairs & Festivals, Clear Mountain Bank, 
Community Partnership, WV Humanities Council, Preston Chamber. CF Tickets were purchased at Preston County 
Chamber Special thanks go to those who made donations in support of River City Festival.  

¶ Featured 2011 RCF Artists included: Thomas H. Nassif, Jazz Vocal and Piano and Instrumental Players-Jazz 
Trumpet and Saxophone; Doug Riley/Stonewall Jackson & Mark Twain (Civil War Tributes); Opera Stars Cristina 
Nassif, Soprano & Jamie Kotmair, Baritone accompanied by Dr. Thomas Nassif; Celtibillies with Jack Hinshelwood 
and Players; Don Teter/Porte Crayon (Civil War Tribute); Wayne Williams/Director, Preston County Community 
Chorus (Civil War Tribute);  Lynn Broderick and Preston High Theater Ensemble (Civil War Tribute) in a 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ  άWƻƘƴ .ǊƻǿƴΥ ! 5ŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ [ƛŦŜέ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ John .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ .ƻdy by Stephen Vincent Benet.  

¶ Lynn Broderick, George Nassif, Phil Wotring, Lee Waybright, Thomas Harttung, served as technical directors and 
volunteer theater staff for the weekend.   

¶ New signage pertaining to the PCSM and to the Szylagi Center was installed just in time for the festival by 
volunteers Paul Riggs, George Nassif, Lee Waybright, Biff Wolfe and others.  

¶ The Art Studio and PCSM Rooms and Hallway on the 3rd tier, were painted and prepared by volunteers in time 
for the RCF Festival.  

¶ Tim Weaver, Maggie De Weirdt, Kathleen Orescanin, Shirley Hartley, Anna Nassif, Bruce Simon served on the 
publicity and promotions committee.  

¶ Reception  for Cristina and Jamie held in the River City Café were prepared by Doris Rooks, Helen Edmunds, 
Kathleen Orescanin, Roxanne Bautista, Jean Wolfe, Shirley Hartley, Jewell Reed, Crystal Dean, Maggie 
DeWeirdt and volunteers. 

¶ Box Office Staff Volunteers: Delores Riggs, Margaret Schollar, Anna Nassif, Peggy DeMoss, Elma Leaman.    

¶ On-Going Exhibits by Rowlesburg School Youth and Etam Eagles were displayed over the weekend. Exhibits 
were arranged by Jennifer Loughry and Crystal Dean.  

¶ Underground Railroad Quilt was on display over the weekend in honor of the Civil War Sesquicentennial.  

¶ Lunch and refreshments were available over the weekend at River City Café. 
Following is a recap of the festival. 

¶ Our festivities began with The Grand Opening of The Arts Studio on the third tier with introductory remarks by 
Imre Szylagyi, and Kathleen Orescanin, followed by a reception and tour of the Arts Studio prepared by Lee 
Waybright and Biff Wolfe.   

¶ The Gala Cabaret rocked with jazz piano, jazz vocal and instrumental to the music of Thomas H. Nassif and the 
cool and dynamic performance of  jazz saxophonist and trumpet players. Guest artists Alcine Wiltz and Nancy 
Wiltz gave an ƛƳǇǊƻƳǇǘǳ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛǎŀǘƻǊȅ ŘǳŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƻŦ άwƻǳǘŜ ссΦέ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
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provided by Maggie Deweirdt and River City Café Staff. During the evening toasts were made to the Grand 
Opening of Preston County Sports Museum and the Arts Council of Preston County Rowlesburg Arts Studio and 
to the American Civil War Centennial. The group offered special thanks to Dominick and Sandy Mararra for their 
contribution of wine for the event.  

¶ The Grand Opening of the new and exciting Preston County Sports Museum led by Dr. Mike Teets, Coach Bobby 
Knight and Anna Nassif had broad newspaper and TV coverage. Approximately 100 distinguished Preston County 
Sports coaches, players and friends were in attendance A celebratory reception prepared by  volunteers and 
River City Café Staff. Charles Beale and Mary Beate Beale volunteered as assistants over the weekend. 

¶ Kudos to Doug Riley who gave an outdoor rousing portrayal in period costume of General Stonewall Jackson to 
an appreciative audience of 76.  

¶ Opera Stars-Cristina Nassif and Jamie Kotmair accompanied by Dr. Thomas John Nassif, a native son of 
Rowlesburg gave an electrifying performance to a full house of 200 in a melodic afternoon concert of arias, art 
songs, Broadway tunes and patriotic songs. The audience gave a roaring applause and a standing ovation.  
RRC,Inc. presented flowers and special gifts.  

¶ The popular RAHS Annual Reunion Dinner was a sell-out   

¶ Congratulations to Celtibillies and director Jack Hinshelwood and Players for their evening of two 45 minute 
sets of  renditions of Celtic, Irish, Folk and Appalachian music. More than 85 attendees gave an enthusiastic 
applause. The company received RCF T-Shirts and  Hats.  

¶ Visual artists Susan  Bisgyer of Ridgetop Pottery  and Rachel Rerek with eclectic handmade Whigmaleerie 
jewelry and accessories and Rowlesburg artist Sheila Britton Brown  ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ  ǎƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άŜȄǉǳƛǎƛǘŜέ ŀǊǘǎ 
and crafts.  

¶ Maggie DeWeirdt, Scentsy Products (Belgian Waffles on Sunday). 

¶ Reverend Roy Mick offered a religious service in honor of Veterans of all the Wars at Christ United Methodist 
Church with a special tribute to living Rowlesburg WWII Veterans to include James Ely, Forest Goff, Sr., Dick 
Baumgartner, Bob Davis and Richard Caldwell, Foster Huffman, Mr. Blair.  

¶ Don Teter was featured in a moving and dramatic portrayal of Porte Crayon/David Hunter Strother to an 
audience of 16. Imre Szylagyi introduced Mr. Teter who also presented images of striking paintings by Porte 
Crayon.  

¶ Mixed Media Program with Preston County Community Choir, a group of approximately 25 members directed 
by Wayne Williams in a concert of Folk Songs, Show Tunes and Patriotic Songs. In conclusion, Doug Riley gave a 
stirring performance of the life of Mark Twain. Jo Ann Peterson gave a commentary on songs with Civil War 
content.   

¶ The RCF Patriotic Dinner in honor of Veterans of all the Wars was beautifully prepared and served by Nila 
Lipscomb and Staff. Shirley Hartley served as emcee. Doug Riley gave a vibrant Mark Twain story telling 
presentation. Soldiers from both sides of the Civil War were equally recognized for their valiant service.. A Silent 
Auction led by Mary Wotring featured coffee table books, pictures, a West Virginia Gift Basket, antiques and a 
special carving by Charles Wotring. The Golden Eyed Cheat River Trout άŀ ƴŜǿ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ¢Ǌƻǳǘέ 
so says Walter Shaver, master craftsman was chanced off and won by Don Teter. Tributes were made to living 
WWII Veterans. Shawna Sines presented a video in honor of our 20th Century War Heroes.   

¶ The festival concluded with John Brown: A Dedicated Life, an adaptation of .ŜƴŜǘΩǎ WƻƘƴ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ .ƻŘȅ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ мллΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿŀǎ άōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘƭȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘέ 
by Lynn BǊƻŘŜǊƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ άǎǳǇŜǊōƭȅέ ŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ IƛƎƘ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊ 9ƴǎŜƳōƭŜΦ  

Please attend The 5th Annual River City Festival scheduled for May 25, 26, 27, 2012. For more information Contact: 
Members of RRC,Inc.,and/or River City Festival Committee or Anna Nassif, RCFChairperson)annarnas@aol.com. Tel: 304-
454-9786 or 608-354-9355.RCF is in line with WV ON TRAC Guidelines. 
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Holiday Report:  3rd Annual Christmas Market 
Presented by 

Rowlesburg Revitalization Committee, Inc. 
Submitted by Anna R. Nassif 

Those who have traveled through Germany in past years in December just to see the wonderful Christmas Markets in 
places like Nuremberg, Bamberg, Munich, Wertheim, Wurzburg will never forget it. The Christkindlmarkt is associated 
with the four weeks of Advent and is a street market that goes back to the Middle Ages. The first one was held in 
5ǊŜǎŘŜƴΦ wƻǿƭŜǎōǳǊƎΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ aŀǊƪŜǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ DŜƻǊƎŜ bŀǎǎƛŦ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
it was a marvelous and remarkable day and that the auditorium was transformed into a winter magical place packed 
with happy people. One could say that attendees had a joyful experience at  The 3rd Annual Christmas Market (European 
Style)  held in Rowlesburg, WV on Saturday, December 10, 2011 at the Szylagyi Center.  Maggie DeWeirdt, ON TRAC 
Liaison, the Rowlesburg Revitalization Committee and the RHS Buildings and Grounds Committee, together as a group, 
carried out with finesse, a festive and well-organized event for the day.  

¶ Shirley Hartley, RRC,Inc. Treasurer, reported that expenses were met and that twenty-two vendors sold a variety 
of specialty gifts, A Memory Candle Tree, cosmetics, antiques, Scentsy Products and more.  

¶ Eric Bautista, Roxanne Bautista and Lee Waybright served outdoor Grilled Bratwurst.  Thomas Barlow, Jr. along 
with others enjoyed a Bratwurst and thought it was the best ever. George Nassif said that he enjoyed a savory 
bowl of Soup and Roll. Attendees also enjoyed Gluwein (mulled wine), generally red wine with spices and served 
warm in a cup.   

¶ Holiday Music filled the air and helped to create the Christmas Spirit and featured: The Presbyterian Church Bell 
Choir, Lynne Barlow and daughter Hilary Barlow, a duo team, in a set of Christmas Carols, Janet Szylagyi in a solo 
flute performance of Christmas Carols. The artists were accompanied by Kingwood pianist, Pam Schwer. The 
Young Chang piano originally donated by former Mayor Barbara Banister, was prepared and tuned by Robert 
Kleeb.  

¶  Kathleen Orescanin and committee set up a memorable Nativity Scene/Creche Set Exhibit in the River City Café.  

¶ Visitors also purchased antiques and other items in the Emporium hosted by Jewell Reed, Gloria Dean and Jean 
Wolfe.  Helen Jane Cline purchased the wonderful and mysterious framed Indian Portrait painted by Jo Ann 
Knotts Wolfe, RHS Class of 1951. The painting was donated by the family.   

¶ The WWII Museum, Great Bridges Museum and Quilt Museum were opened.  

¶ The Preston County Sports Museum was opened by request.  

¶ Susan Bisgyer, artist and teacher, held a final class in pottery for the season in the newly opened Art Studio.  
In the evening citizens and visitors had the chance to see the wonderful Christmas Lights in the Main Street Garden 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻǿƴ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ !ǎ ƛƴ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ ±isit and the bright Park Christmas Lights have provided 
a splendid sight and a lift for the children, town citizens and for all those coming home for the Holidays. The 2012 
Christmas Market will be held on the second Saturday in December from 9AM to PM.arn: 12/22/2011 
 

 

Crystal Dean and Cohorts Establish A Seasonal Market: A Rowlesburg First 
Submitted by Anna R. Nassif 

 

ά.ǳȅ [ƻŎŀƭΗέ wƻǿƭŜǎōǳǊƎ ƛǎ DƻƛƴƎ DǊŜŜƴ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ /Ǌȅǎǘŀƭ 5ŜŀƴΣ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ƻŦ wƻǿƭŜǎōǳǊƎ and newly 
elected chairperson of Rowlesburg Revitalization Committee.  Dean, daughter of John and Betty Ashenfelter, wife of Joseph Dean, 
followed protocol and completed the Certification required by West Virginia Extension Office for the establishment of an outdoor 
seasonal Rowlesburg Market with lots of wonderful fresh green produce and specialty foods. This important first such market was 
held in 2011 and is part of an economic development effort in line with WV ON TRAC.  Dean, a business woman, leader and take 
ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƻǳŎƘŜǊǎΦέ 5Ŝŀƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ goal of 
ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ άǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ww/Σ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘΦέ 5Ŝŀƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΥ ά!ǎ ǘƛƳŜ 
passed the market gained momentum. The public became aware of the presence of the market and business began to pick up and 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘΦέ !ǊƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ άƴŜǿ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘΣέ 5Ŝŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƘƻǊǘǎ άǇƭŀƴ to hit 
ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ нлмнΦέ Personal Interview with Crystal Dean. November, 2012. Arn: 12/23/2012  
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Purchase a Brick in the Main Street Garden 

You can purchase a brick to be placed in the lovely Main Street Garden as a permanent commemoration of your love for our home 
town.  You can also have a brick placed to honor your ancestors or friends.  If you wish to purchase a commemorative brick call Shirley 

Hartley at 304-329-1240 or email: shartley812@frontier.com 

 
P.O. Box 135 

Rowlesburg, West Virginia, 26425 
 

RRC Board of Directors 
 

Chair: 
Crystal Dean 
Vice-Chair: 
Eric Bautista 
Secretary: 
Anna Nassif 
Treasurer: 

Shirley Cook Hartley 
 

Members: 
Kathleen Wolfe-Orescanin 

George Nassif 
Walter Burke 

Catherine Burke 
Doris Wolfe Rooks 
N. Joseph Nassif 

Mary Loughrie 
Helen Edmunds 

Jennifer Goff 
Norma Blair Dowling 
Elma Lantz Leaman 

Anna R. Nassif (Acting Secretary) 
Jewell Reed (Acting Secretary) 

Margaret Schollar 
Connie Sigley 

Jean Wolfe 
Mary Greenwald Wotring 

Phil Wotring (Newsletter Editor) 
 

 - $10.00  
$200.00 Lifetime Membership  

Send Check, Name, address, phone & email 

to RRC Membership, PO Box 135, 

Rowlesburg,  WV, 26425  
 

 

The Art Studio 
Submitted by Janet Szilagyi 

December 13,2011 
The Grand Opening for the Art Studio was held on May 27, 

2011, at the beginning of the River City Arts Festival. Funds from a grant 
from a private foundation provided for the purchase of a kiln and four 
pottery wheels as well as some start-up supplies. The Art Studio is 
located on the top tier in the southwest corner room which has 
beautiful big windows for lots of light. Since the studio opened, Susan 
Ramey Bisgyer of Ridgetop Pottery has taught one eight-week session of 
wheel-throwing and several one-day hand-building classes. Other 
classes in addition to pottery are also being taught in the studio: thus 
far, Rowlesburg native Shelia Britton Brown (Baskets by Shelia) has 
taught basket making, and Donna Lohr (Whimsical Woolies) has taught 
felt ornament making. 
 

Lee Waybright did a remarkable job getting the room ready for 
the opening, and he is working with Susan on the last few details such 
as building a wedging table. The bricks underneath the kiln were 
donated by Janet and Imre Szilagyi from bricks from a well house that 
they took down behind their house in Kingwood. 
 

The studio was opened in conjunction with the Arts Council of 
tǊŜǎǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻrting the 
Ǿƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǎ ƛƴ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ²±Φέ  

 
The studio still needs some items to make it fully functional. 

Donations of hall trees (three are needed), a china cabinet, and a pair of 
leather wood stove gloves would be appreciated. Also, containers from 
party trays (the trays and especially the lids) are always needed. Some 
pieces of pottery and other art produced by both the students and the 
resident artists are available for a donation to help support the studio. 

 
Future classes will begin in March. Morning, afternoon, and 

evening classes are available for the eight-week wheel-throwing pottery 
fundamentals class. The project of the one-day pottery class on 
Saturday, March 24, will be a woven ceramic basket. On April 21, the 
project will be a pinchpot ikebana flower vase, and this class includes a 
second session on flower arranging. A full schedule is available on the 
Rowlesburg.org website. Contact Susan at susan@ridgetoppottery.com 
or 304-329-1883 for information and registration about the pottery 
classes. Check the website for other classes that will be posted as more 
details are available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:shartley812@frontier.com
mailto:susan@ridgetoppottery.com
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! {ƳŀǎƘƛƴƎ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎΥ  ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ пth Chestnut Festival 
Submitted by N. Joseph  Nassif,DDS,  Director,  and Shirley Cook Hartley, Co-chairperson, RRC Chestnut Festival Task Force 

 
 
 The cool, fall  weather in Rowlesburg  on Sunday, October 9, 2011, was picture perfect, with a brilliant sun, a 
cloudless, cobalt blue sky,  and with the surrounding hills being alive with tree leaves reflecting the glory colors of 
autumn .  What could have been better than such a glorious day  to celebrate West Virginia's 4th Annual Chestnut 
Festival,  which was bigger and better than ever ! 
 
  The Sunday Festivities began in the Szilagyi Center (old Rowlesburg High School) across from the Park, where a 
free continental breakfast was held amongst an energetic and mingling crowd, lining up for a book and article signing by 
renown American Chestnut researcher, Dr. James Hill Craddock from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.   Dr. 
Craddock, never lost for words, had many entertaining stories to tell about the world of chestnuts.   
 
     ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜǎǘƴǳǘ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΣ ά9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǊƻƻǘǎΣέ  ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ  honor the tremendous efforts that is 
being made on restoring the great American chestnut tree to its former Appalachian hills.  One hundred years ago, the 
American chestnut was the most abundant tree in Eastern forests of the U.S. from Maine to Georgia. It was used by 
people as food, feed for livestock, building material, furniture, and fuel. 
 
     Throughout the day, the Rowlesburg Park was flourishing with people oriented activities, including  sampling and 
ǘŀǎǘƛƴƎ ά/ƘŜǎǘƴǳǘǎ ǊƻŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƛǊŜΧΦΣέ  ǾŜƴŘƻǊǎ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƳȅ ŎƘŜǎǘƴǳǘ ǿƻƻŘΣ  ŀƴŘ 
Allegheny Treenware chestnut collectibles, purchasing jarred honey with chestnuts, and children fun activities, such as 
άǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƘŜǎǘƴǳǘǎ-in-the-ǿŜƭƭΦέ  Spectators were fascinated to observe the functioning of a chestnut peeling machine, 
invented by Jerald Whitmer, from Shenandoah Junction, WV.  Contact Mr. Whitmer for further information  on his 
peeling machine.   Finally, there were various chestnut saplings available for purchase to plant in your own back yard.    
 
 Across the street in the Szilagyi Creative Arts Center, afternoon activities included  multiple standard exhibits, 
such as, The World War II Museum, and the B & O historic bridge exhibit.  For those wanting a better understanding of 
current American Chestnut activities, there were scientific research presentations by Dr. Don Kines  President, the 
Mountain State Chestnut Company,  and by Bryan Burhans, President and CEO of The American Chestnut Foundation 
(TACF),  from Asheville, NC.  Many spectators also attended the The West Virginia Chapter Meeting  of TACF,  presided 
over by President Jimmy Jenkins, and vice,  Bryan Perkins, which was open to the public.  

 
The evening  wrapped up with a Gala Banquet Dinner, 5:30 to 7:30 PM, offering menu items featuring chestnuts 

flavored dishes.   The keynote speaker at the Gala Banquet was the renown  American chestnut researcher, educator 
and writer, Dr. James Hill Craddock from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.  Other dinner entertainment 
included the Preston High Madrigal Singers, the crowning of our chestnut royalty, Mr. and Mrs. Chestnut, Professor 
Rick and Alice Sypolt, from Glenville State College.  CEO Bryan Burhans made a passionate plea to the audience to get 
involved in supporting the chestnut research foundation by becoming a member of the West Virginia Chapter of TACF.  
For more information, go to www.acf.org.   

 
  The delightful evening event ended with an auction, including  hand-made chestnut items.   Chestnut souvenir 

booklets,  with chestnut related recipes, articles and stories, were a big hit with the audience.  A big thank you goes out 
to those who purchased ads in the souvenir booklet, which allowed us to show a profit for continuing future events.*   
We would be remiss also for not thanking the members of the Chestnut Festival Committee:  Kathleen Wolfe, Anna 
Nassif,  Mark Double, Doris Wolfe Rooks, Lee Waybright, George Nassif Mayor Margaret Schollar, Maggie DeWeirdt, 
Jean Wolfe, Thomas H. Nassif, and  to the other tireless working volunteers.  

 

http://www.acf.org/
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Summary.   The success of the Chestnut Festival could be summed up in a paraphrase from one of our 
distinguished guests, Dr. William MacDonald.  In a letter, Dr. MacDonald stated, άI would never have imagined  such a 
grand festival honoring the Great American chestnut becoming attached to the Cheat River community of Rowlesburg, 
and least of all, for Nora and me to ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎǊƻǿƴŜŘ YƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ vǳŜŜƴ /ƘŜǎǘƴǳǘ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΦ   Positive things 
happen in West Virginia when great people and their communities take charge like you all did.  Your Festival helped 
provide an impetus for a West Virginia Chapter of TACF and I hope that you are planning a Chestnut Festival for next 
year. You and the members of RRC have worked tirelessly to promote the American chestnut and to keep the town of 
Rowlesburg a vibrant community.  It is paying off.έ  

 
      Mark your calendar for ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /ƘŜǎǘƴǳǘ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ тΣ нлмнΣ which will include another excellent scientific 
session planned by Professor Mark Double,  and Dr. William MacDonald, West Virginia University,  Davis College of 
Agriculture and Forestry.  
       For more information, go to www.rowlesburg.info,  www.rowlesburg.org,  www.wvchestnutfestival.com.  Please 
contact Shirley at shartley812@verizon.net, or telephone 304-329-1240, or Joe at njn3@msn.com with your comments.  
For information on becoming a member of TACF, go to www.acf.org.  Also, we would like to know if you feel the 
Chestnut Festival should be an Annual Event.   
 
*Special thanks to our Sponsors:  WV Community Partnership, WV Fairs & Festivals, Clear Mountain Bank, Greater 
Morgantown Convention and Visitors Bureau, WV Chapter of TACF, and ON-TRAC Rowlesburg.  

 

  
 

YOUR RRC NEEDS YOU! 

  JOIN NOW AND HELP SUPPORT THE PROJECTS 
UNDERWAY TO MAKE OUR HOMETOWN THRIVE AGAIN.   

THE DUES PRIMARILY ALLOW US TO FUND THE 
NEWSLETTER TO KEEP YOU INFORMED.   

 
ANNUAL DUES  ARE A MERE $10.OO.  IF YOU DONATE 

MORE YOU MAY DEDUCT THE EXTRA FROM YOUR TAXES 
(TAX ID #900117146).  LIFETIME MEMBER SHIP IS $200.  FILL 

OUT THE CONTACT INFORMATION SHEET ON THE NEXT 
PAGE OF THE NEWSLETTER AND MAIL YOUR CHECK TO: 

 
RRC MEMBERSHIP 

PO BOX 135 
ROWLESBURG,  WV  26425 

 

 

Please make sure your contact information is updated with RRC.  Email changes to katiecbur@frontier.com or mail to RRC, PO Box 135, 
Rowlesburg, WV, 26425 

 

Annual Dues 

$10.00*  

Rowlesburg Revitalization 

Committee  - Member Information  
Lifetime Membership 

$200.00 * 

NAME  
RHS GRAD?  

YEAR   

  NO   

SPOUSE NAME  
RHS GRAD?  

YEAR   

  NO   

WHAT YEARS DID YOU ATTEND RHS (FROM/TO):    

WHAT YEARS DID YOUR SPOUSE ATTEND RHS    

STREET ADDRESS  CITY STATE ZIP 

        

EMAIL FOR NEWSLETTER  SPOUSE EMAIL  Phone  (optional)  

http://www.rowlesburg.info/
http://www.rowlesburg.org/
http://www.wvchestnutfestival.com/
mailto:shartley812@verizon.net
mailto:njn3@msn.com


9 | P a g e 
 

Be sure to visit the Emporium in the Szilagyi Center as there are several books of local interest for sale as well as other items.  
Susan FreinkeƭΩǎ .ƻƻƪ άAmerican Chestnut ς The Life and Death of the Perfect Treeέ 

CǊŀƴ /ŀƴƴƻƴ {ƭŀȅǘƻƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Whistle .ƭƻǿǎέ 
DŜƻǊƎŜ bŀǎǎƛŦΩǎ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ tƻŜǘǊȅΣ Υ άIƻƳŜǿŀǊŘ .ƻǳƴŘέ 

άThe History of Preston County Buckwheat Basketball 1929-1973έ ōȅ aƛƪŜ ¢ŜŜǘǎ 
The RHS Senior Class Picture Book 

The Rowlesburg Sesquicentennial Book 
Book of County Cemeteries 

River City Festival T-Shirts, Caps and souvenir cups. 
Also RHS Commemorative Kouzies as well as antiques,  arts and crafts.   

 

1922 Methodist Protestant Bible Class ς Rowlesburg, West Virginia 

 
 

aŀƴȅ ƻŦ wƻǿƭŜǎōǳǊƎΩǎ men from 1922 are pictured above.  Taken in front of Rowlesburg School.  This original picture was donated by Orpha 
Loughry. The picture may be seen, along with a list of the names of those pictured, in the Szilagyi Center during the 2012 Festival of the Arts and 

thereafter.   
 

 
 

Rowlesburg ON TRAC 2011 End of Year Progress Notes 

Submitted by Anna R. Nassif 

 

Rowlesburg ON-TRAC Committee Members and Volunteers for 2011-2013: Organization-Crystal Dean, Kathleen 
Orescanin, Eric Bautista, Shirley Hartley, Margaret Schollar, Anna Nassif; Economic Development-Tim Weaver, N. Joseph 
Nassif, Margaret Schollar,  Kathleen Orescanin, Jewell Reed, George Nassif, Vicky Taylor, Walter Burke. Design-Paul 
Riggs, Dolores Riggs,  P.L. Grimm, Lucille Grimm, Anna Nassif, Helen Jane Cline, Charles Wotring (Contractor), Catherine 
Burke, Gloria Dean, Lee Waybright, Maggie DeWeirdt, Jean Wolfe, Doris Rooks, Helen Edmunds, Mary Wotring,Roxanne 
Bautista, Barbara Darlington Promotion- Maggie De Weirdt, Shirley Hartley, Tim Weaver, Kathleen Orescanin, Kim 
Felton, Phil Wotring, Anna Nassif. RRC,Inc  

Work-Plan Completed for 2011 

¶ Web Site Up-Dates by Liaison. See rowlesburg.info 

¶ Newspaper, Radio and TV reports,  

¶ Three yearly oral reports presented at official RRC,Inc. Meetings 

¶ Preparation of 2011 Festival Calendar and 2012 Festival Calendar. 

¶ Leadership and volunteer  roles in River City Festival of the Arts, WWII Event, Labor Day Festival, Chestnut 
Festival, Christmas Market. 

¶ One-on-One meetings with committee members and volunteers. 
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¶ Historic Building restorations and purchases by property owners.  

¶ Monthly reports submitted to WV ON TRAC pertaining to organization, economic development, promotion and 
design.  

¶ Tim Weaver, economic development and tourism commissioner, conducted a successful marketing survey and 
feasibility study pertaining to a prospective gas station situated in Rowlesburg. Statistics were prepared by 
Weaver and Darrell Dean.   

¶ Jewell Reed, George Nassif and Anna Nassif, (OT Chairperson) traveled to Charleston, WV May 11, 2011 to 
receive a $1,000 Implementation Award initiated by Governor Earl Tomblin and granted by First Lady Tomblin 
and Secretary of Commerce Keith Burdette. The group accepted Volunteer of the Year Award on behalf of 
Maggie De Weirdt, Liaison.  

¶ OT Design Project: The Implementation Award of $1,000 served as start-up monies and a mini stimulus package 
that covered partial expenditures for 2011-2012 Streetscape Project, Three Trees for Railroad Alley Garden, Web 
Site Updates, Sports Signage, WPA Wall, Depression Era Monument Restoration. 

¶ Maintained tree planters, gardens and installed new gardens in Downtown Historic District. 

¶ Paul Riggs and team conducted a Spring Streetscape Make It Shine Project. 

¶ Volunteer activity in support of seasonal dances, street decorations, bicycle marathons, rides to and from 
Cannon Hill, flea markets, tours of museums by appointment, seasonal organization and church dinners and 
breakfasts, RHS Class Reunions and more. 

¶ Business, fundraising-Chair Lift & Furnace ($100,000) and renovation 

¶ Installation and Grand Opening of Arts Studio,  

¶ Grand Opening Preston County Sports Museum,  

¶ Opening of Quilt Room and Great Hall Floor restoration by Helen Edmunds, Ed Edmunds and Victoria Jackson. 

¶ Verdin Town Clock Maintenance and Repair-Main Street Garden 

¶ RAHS Publication on the theme of  Rowlesburg Family Histories 

¶ Piano Maintenance and Repair by Robert Kleeb/Szylagyi Center 

September 11, 2011,Rowlesburg ON TRAC hosted a full day 4th Formal  Meeting at Historic Nassif Homestead and 
Store. The Honorable Mayor Margaret Schollar, Tim Weaver,  Katy Orescanin, Shirley Hartley, Helen Jane Cline, Doris 
Rooks and Anna Nassif, Chairperson were in attendance.  

¶ The agenda covered design projects for 2011-2013 along with an extensive written economic development and 
tourism report prepared Tim Weaver.  

¶ .ǊǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ WƻŜΩǎ tƭŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ bƛƪƪƛ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ ²± {ǘŀǘŜ h¢ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΦ  

¶ Walking group tour of design and business projects in the Downtown Rowlesburg Historic District. Williams and 
the group inspected the WPA Wall on East Main  

¶ Business Lunch with Williams The Thirsty Bear with Hartley, Rooks and  Nassif 

¶ Afternoon Garden Tour and sessions with Gloria Dean.  

¶ View of The Curiosity Shoppe, Mainstay and a tour of the Main Street Garden, 

¶ aŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊȅ aŀȅƴŜ ŀǘ .ŜƭƭΩǎ DǊƻŎŜǊȅ {ǘƻǊŜ  

¶ Extensive tour of the Railroad Depot with Lucille Grimm.  

¶ Barbara Darlington presented a plan for recreational development of the River Front and Park area.   

¶ Overview of future economic development for town with Vickie Taylor, Branch Manager, Clear Mountain Bank.  

¶ Meeting with property owners Paul Riggs, Lucille Grimm, Maggie DeWeirdt and  Doug De Moss  

¶ Wrap-Up Session  and Cake and Coffee in the River City Café with former Mayor Barbara Bannister, Rooks, Dean, 
Sisler, Orescanin, DeWeirdt, Hartley, Waybright and members and volunteers.  

¶ Tour of the WWII, Preston County Sports Museums, the Bridges Exhibit, the Emporium, Art Studio and Quilt 
Room 

¶ Driving tour of Manheim, Greer Limestone, Historic Safety Monument, Charles Felton Bridge, Civil War Site with 
DeWeirdt and Nassif. arn: 12/21/2011  
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On November 8, 2011 DeWeirdt, OT Liaison and  Nassif, OT Chairperson, attended the opening reception of a training 
session for WV Main Street and OT at Mon Arts in Morgantown followed by a dinner with Monica Miller, Main Street 
Director, Nikki Williams, OT Project Coordinator and State OT members. Anna Nassif attended the third day set of 
sessions.  Topics covered included web site applications, smart phone, social media, grant opportunities and more.  
Keith Burdette, Secretary of Commerce, gave a farewell speech with express thanks to all those present for their efforts 
on behalf of Main Street and ON TRAC West Virginia. Arn: 12/22/2011  

 

Thanks to Thomasina &Nick Caporella & Dr. N. Joseph Nassif for OnTRAC donations. 

The Preston County Sports Museum 

Submitted by Anna R. Nassif 

The first ever in-progress Preston County Sports Museum-Ten High Schools housed in The Szylagyi Center/OLD RHS, 
Third Tier had a successful Grand Opening at the River City Festival on May 28, 2011. More than 100 sports fans 
attended the opening and visited the museum over the weekend. Delegates from the ten Preston County towns 
collected and installed items for exhibits. Formal meetings were held during the year in followed by a hands-on meeting 
in Museum Room I. Start up arrangements for each exhibit began in February and were completed at the time of the 
opening.   

¶ The Museum, a West Virginia Heritage Project, consists of striking exhibits of memorabilia and history from the 
ten original high schools of Preston County. 

¶ This first-ŜǾŜǊ άƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘέ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘion features 20th century displays.  

¶ Delegates representing High School athletic programs include Arthurdale, Aurora, Bruceton Mills, Fellowsille, 
Kingwood, Masontown/Valley, Newburg, Rowlesburg, Terra Alta and Tunnelton.   

¶ Doctor Mike Teets is serving as Historian, Publicist and Chairman of the PCSM Council of Delegates. 

¶ Coach Bobby Knight  is serving as Chief Consultant.  

¶ Original Council of  Delegates  involved in the early planning stage  include Glenn Luzier, John Adams, James 
Slawter, Dean Benson, Phyllis Gibson, Lisa Loughry, Art Mouser, Gene King, Janice Channel, Larry Gribble, Gerald 
Klein, Wayne Miller, Doug Riley, George Nassif,  Neil Reed, Connie Cox, Dominick Mararra, Tom Nutter, Lydia 
Main, Roy Gibson, Ron Lewis, Jack Hill, George Nassif.  

¶ Lee Waybright, George Nassif, Paul Riggs and Pete Mayne prepared the room. Charles Wotring is serving as 
contractor.  

¶ Anna Nassif is serving as Museum Project Coordinator. 

¶ Hundreds of visitors to the PCSM have given highly positive reviews of the museum.  
Sports Museum Room II is in the planning stages and will serve as a sports library, learning center and will feature sports 
history, scrapbooks and exhibits highlighting sports objects and memorabilia.  Exhibits on early athletic school 
consolidation programs for years 1977-1991 include East Preston, Bruceton Mills, Central Preston, Rowlesburg and 
West Preston. Start up arrangements for Room II exhibits begin in early February. The full Council of Delegates of 30 or 
more will meet January 10, 2012 at the Preston Country Club. Museum Hours are from 1PM to 4PM Saturday and 
Sunday from Memorial Day Weekend in May through Veterans Day in November. Donation is $5.00. The 
Groundbreaking Ceremony for Museum Room II will take place with special guests in the SC/OLD RHS Auditorium at 
10AM, May 26, 2012 over River City Festival. A reception will follow.  

See rowlesburg.info for complete listing of full Council of Delegates, Booster Plate Purchase and Purchase of Buckwheat 
Basketball  by Dr. Mike Teets. For further information call Anna Nassif. Home: 304-454-9786 Cell: 608-354-9355..e-mail: 
annarnas@aol.com 

Special thanks to RRC,Inc.,Executive Committee & BOD, Rowlesburg ON TRAC BOD  [continued on page 11] 
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For more information contact Council of Delegates and/or consultants: Dr. Mike Teets, Coach Bob Knight, George Nassif,  
Paul Riggs, Lee Waybright, Shirley Hartley, Anna Nassif. We express our appreciation to all our donors and to The Hazel 
Ruby McQuain Trust for encouragement and interest in this project. Contact your delegates for donations of funds and 
memorabilia for Museum Room II. Your donations will be greatly appreciated. Make checks payable to The RRC, Inc. for 
Preston County Sports Museum, P.O. Box 135, Rowlesburg, WV 26425 

Notes on Rowlesburg Sports Exhibit 

Donors for the Rowlesburg portion of the Sports Museum project include Karen Ayersman Smith in honor of her father 
/ƻŀŎƘ DŜƻǊƎŜ !ȅŜǊǎƳŀƴΣ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ !ȅŜǊǎƳŀƴ .ǊǳǎōŜǊƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ WŀƳŜǎ ά.ƭƛƴƪȅέ !ȅŜǊǎman Family in honor of James 
ά.ƭƛƴƪȅέ !ȅŜǊǎƳŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ 9ǳƎŜƴŜ tƻǿŜƭƭ CŀƳƛƭȅΣ 5ǊΦ bΦ WƻǎŜǇƘ bŀǎǎƛŦΣ !ƴƴŀ bŀǎǎƛŦΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ bƛŎƪ /ŀǇƻǊŜƭƭŀ CŀƳƛƭȅΦ 
Items for The Rowlesburg Exhibit have been submitted to George Nassif, Rowlesburg Council Delegate. Contributions 
from Charles Felton, Don Emerson, Walter and Betty Shaver, Mike and Carol Hooton, Helen Jane Cline, Helen and Ed 
Edmunds, Connie Sigley, Lucille Grimm, Elma Leaman, Mary Ellen Wiles, Anna Nassif,  N. Joseph Nassif, Thomas Nassif,  
George Nassif, Don Everly, George Nassif, Martha Nassif Nesser Family, Jan Cook, Ed Powell, Blinky Ayersman Family, 
Phil and Mary Wotring, Shirley Hartley, Jean and Dallas Wolfe.arn: 12/22/2011   

 

¶ The RRC has been approached by the Preston County Commission (PCC) about old 
R.H.S./Szilagyi Center becoming election central for the Rowlesburg area. The PCC is 
looking at combining some precincts for May and November elections and renting the old 
gym to hold elections.  

Great news! - RRC has received a grant for replacing the heating system in the old 
RHS/SC from the Ruby McQuain Trust.  This grant does not require matching funds.  

Pictures of 2011 Events 

  

Sports Museum Grand Opening during the RCF ς Anna Nassif 
introducing the Guest of Honor 

Symbolic ribbon cutting for the Grand Opening of the Preston 
County Sports Museum During the RCF. Participating are Bob 

Knight, Dr. Mike Teets, Anna Nassif 
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¢ƘƻƳŀǎ WΦ ά{ǘƻƴŜǿŀƭƭέ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ǊŜ-enacted by Doug Riley during 
the RCF. 

Mark Twain re-enacted by Doug Riley during RCF. 

  

Mixed Media Program with Preston County Community Choir, a 
group of approximately 25 members directed by Wayne Williams 

in a concert of Folk Songs, Show Tunes and Patriotic Songs 
during the RCF. 

Opera Stars-Cristina Nassif and Jamie Kotmair accompanied by 
Dr. Thomas John Nassif, a native son of Rowlesburg gave an 

electrifying performance during the RCF to a full house of 200 in 
a melodic afternoon concert of arias, art songs, Broadway tunes 

and patriotic songs. 

  
The impressive brass Szilagyi Center Sign is erected by L to R: 

Paul Riggs, Pete Mayne, Delbert Wolfe, & Lee Waybright 
Lee Waybright served as one of the hosts for the Grand 

Opening of the Preston County Sports Museum. 

  


